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E will not ze afraid of dm evil Tidings, for bi 
Hilieart A . 25 belicveth in the Lord : 
or (as it is in the other Tranſlation) his Heart 


- 


ii fixed, trufling in the Lord, 


REAR is a Perplexity of 
Mind, ariſing from the Ap- 
prehenſion of ſome Evil in 
FR View. And this Apprehen- 
I ſion is raiſed in us, either 
the Reaſon," inferring : from 
the .ordir ary Courſe: of hu- 
man Affairs, a Probability of 
* Miſeries and Mis fortune, co- 
ming upon us; or elſe * the Fancy, which ſome- 
times overcoming the Reaſon, repreſents to the- 
Mind a Multitude of imaginary Dangers; and 
theſe, by the Help of a diſorderly Conſtitution, 
make as frightful Impreſſions, as if they were — 
and at hand. 81 | | g 
From whichſoever of theſe Fountains it ſprings, 
it is certain, that amidſt that Variety of Preſſures, 
which break the Peace and Happineſs of human 
Life, this of Fear is * moſt conſtant and moſt 
2 tor =. _ 
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tormenting. Our Sorrow for Loſſes that are pf, 
as Friends, Children, or Eſtate, is miti b 
the Impoſſibility of retrieving them; or new Co 
forts ſpring up and "refreſh the Mind; or Time it- 
Felf will wear away the Remembrance, And 
though 1 Afflictions are more quick and 
grievous, they are abated by the Hopes of Relief; 
or though there be no immediate Proſpect of Relief, 
R. is in habitual Pains and Infirmities of the 
y) yet the very Cuſtom of Suffering does by 
Degrees leſſen the Senſe of it, and our Mind is by 
the ſame Degrees compoſed, and gains Strength ; 
and having Lime to weigh the Cauſes and Cir- 
cumſtances of our preſent Uncaſinel, it is at Liber- 
ty to conſider of ſuch Remedies or Alleviations as 
our Condition will admit. | 


This is the Caſe of pa/? and preſent Evils : But | 


Fear being the Apprehenſion of an Evil to come, is 
all Uncertainty and Confuſion. A Calamity, we 
believe, is coming upon us; but how, or when, 
or in what Meaſure, it will affect us, we cannot 
tell: And yet under this Uncertamty about the 
Circumſtances of our Danger, Self · preſervation calls 
upon us to conſider ſolicitouſſy how we ſhall avoid 
or prevent it. Which Conſideration leads the 
Mind into an endleſs Chain of Thoughts and Con- 
 trivances; and the Dwelling upon it in that Man- 
ner naturally increaſes the Terror, and makes it 
fink ſtill the deeper. 2 if it fall upon a 
Mind that is apt to receive the Impreſſions of Fear, 
then it vates and 14 * Dangers: Men, 
in that Caſe, making all the Evils that can poſſibly 
befall them, or have actually befallen others, the 

Subject of their own Fears. 
. Fear, therefore, whether with Ground or 
without, being thus prejudicial to the * 
' oy 
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of Men's Lives, and greatly indiſpoſing them both 


for the Service of God, and for the Duties of the 
reſpeQive Stations in which his Providence has 


. placed them; it may be a uſeful and charitable En- 


uiry, What are the Means which the Chriſtian 
Religion affords for moderating a Paſſion, that 
without due Reſtraints draws after. it ſuch un- 


happy Effects. An Enquiry, that being duly pur- 


ſued, will much conduce to the Comfort of Men 
in this Life, by ſhowing them where, and upon 
what Terms they may be ſure of Refuge in the 
Day of Danger; and to their Happineſs in the 
next by bringing them to a Chriſtian Behaviour 


under theſe Trials ; ſuch as becomes the Religion 


they profeſs, and ſuch as may approve and endear 


them to Almi hty God. 


To proceed diſtinctly in this Enquiry, it will 
be neceſſary to premiſe in general, What are the 
neceſſary Qualifications of a Preſervative againſt 
Fear, | 

And the Ground of it being Self-preſervation, 
(a Principle planted in us ature, and never 
to be rooted out) whatever is the Remedy of 
Fear, muſt give the Mind a reaſonable Security, 
that, with ſuch ordinary Care as common Prudence 
requires, our Perſons, our Eſtates, and all Things 
that concern, the real Happineſs of our Lives, are 
under a ſufficient Protection. Again, As the Per- 
2 of Fear conſiſts chiefly in a Confuſion and 

loating of the Thoughts upon a Foreſight of 
Danger; the Mind is not to be compoſed till it 
find a Place where to reſt in Safety and Quietneſs; 
till it be united to ſomething, that, in the Lan- 


guage of Holy Scripture, may be an Anchor of 


the Soul, to keep it fixed and ſteady amidſt the 
Waves and Storms of this troubleſome. World. 


A 3 Farther; 
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Farther; As | this Terror and (Confuſion of 


Thought ariſes from the Uncertainty of future 
Events, and our Inability to foreſee or prevent 
them; it can never be laid, but by a Belief and 
Perſuaſion, that however blind or helpleſs we are 
22 we have a Title to the Protection of 

other, who, we are ſure, can ſupply thefe 
DefeQ, by his Knowledge of Things to come, 
and by the Authority he has in diſpoſing and or- 
dering them. Nor is it ſufficienit for this Remedy 
againſt Fear, that it is in itſelf effectual, if ob- 
tained ; but to make it complete, it muſt be always 
at hand; becauſe Fear, with the Occaſions of it, 
38 oſt- times ſudden and ſurpriſing, more eſpecially 
where it is a Diſeaſe of the Mind; and in ſuch 
Caſes, a diſant Remedy would be of ſmall Uſe or 
Comfort. When theſe ſudden Storms ariſe, if 
We Harhaur we truſt to be at à great Diſtanee, v, 
Hotwithſtanding that, may for a long Time be 
toſſed to and fro, and perhaps overwhelmed at the 


laſh;'1 $33$ ai: | 
III. Theſe are the neceſſary Qualifications, or 
may ſo ſpeak) the Ingredients of an effectual 
Remedy againſt Fear, as they are applied and op- 
poſed ro the ſevetal Cauſes and Effects of that tor- 
menting Paſſion.- And 'theſe Qualifications are 
no where! to be found, but in God alone, the 
reat Director and Governor of all Things; who 
reſces and diſpoſes all future Events; and lays 
the 'Meufures of Providence with a particular Eye 
to the Comfort and Benefit of his Servants, and 
has prowiſed a conſtant and immediate Protection 
— Man: Who therefore has no Cauſe 


to be cohcerned about the Iſſues of 8 with 
rom iſe 


Fear or Anxiety; but in virtue of God's 
w him, and an Aſſur of his own Sincerity to- 
e a. wards 


* 
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wards' God, may reſolve, as the Pſalmiſt in my 


Text directs him, That he will not be afraid of any 
evil Tidings, for his Heart Jlandet! fe „ and believeth 
in the Lord : He believes and truſts in the Promiſes 
of God; this Truſt eſtabliſhes his Heart; and a 
Heart, eſtabliſhed upon that Principle, will not be 
afraid of any evil Tidings. | 
* — the Proof and Explication hereof, I will 

OW, . 4 

Er That God, and He alone, can be a cer- 
tain Refuge under the Fears and Apprehenſtons of 
Danger. wy | | : 

- Secondly, How the Divine Power in General 
becomes a Refuge againſt Fear to every Man in 
particular; and that is, by his believing and truſting 
in God, 

Thirdly, By what Operation ſuch a Belief or 
Truſt 'in God prevents and repels the Fears of 


- future Dangers; and that is, by confifming and 


eſtabliſhing the Heart againſt the mpreſſions of 
them, | ALF 

I. Firſt, I am to ſhow, that God, and He 
alone, can be a certain Refuge under the Fears 
and Apprehenſions of future Bender” For this is 
the firſt Step towards a Remedy againſt Fear ;. to 
be aſſured in general that there is ne Being able 
to protect and deliver us from the Miferies we 
fear, Without this, our Caſe appears deſperate z 
and this Aſſurance therefore removes all that Ag- 
gravation of our Terror and Concern, From 


thence, proceeding in Order, our next Degree of - 


Eaſe and Refreſhment, is the finding who or what 
the Being is, ſo qualified in all Reſpects, either to 
deliver us from the Danger, or, which is the ſame 
Thing, to ſupport us under it. And this Enquiry 
receives entire Satisfaction from what our Reaſon 
_ A 4 and 
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and Religion teach us concerning the Divine 
Power. For as Fear ariſes from the Apprehenſion 
of Danger; ſo, be the Danger never ſo great, the 
Conſideration of God's Power ſhows us the abſo- 
Jute Reſtraint he has not only upon any Miſchief 
we may directly foreſee, but upon all the Miſ- 
chief that we can conceive as po//ible to befall us. 
Whether it be the Apprehenſion of Want and Po- 
verty; God has the ſole Diſpoſal of the Bleſſings of 
this Life; it is he alone that maketh Poor and ma- 
keth Rich: Or, whether our Minds are diſturbed 
at the general Viciſſitude and Uncertainty of hu- 
man Affairs; all theſe, however unſteady they ap- 

ar to us, are directed to their proper Ends by the 
infinite Power and Wiſdom of God. If our Fears 
be from without us, from the Malice and Autho- 
rity of Men ; we know that both the Hearts and 
the Hands of our Enemies are under the Govern- 
ment of God: If within us, from Pains, Infir- 


mities, or other Notices of a decaying Conſtitu- 


tion; in the Hands of the ſame God are the Iſſues 
of Life and Death, Or, laſtly, If the Fears, 
which perplex and faſten upon the Thoughts, are 
the meer Effects of Conſtitution, and raiſed by a 
melancholy Turn of Mind; it muſt be remem- 
ber'd, as oft as they ariſe, that the Mind, with 
every Thought and Imagination of it, is under 
the Reſtraint and Government of an all-powerful 
and gracious God: Who, where he finds the 
Heart ſincerely deſirous to ſerve and pleaſe him, 
will not ſuffer ſuch Infirmities of Conſtitution, 
which are Men's Unhappineſs and not their Fault, 
to proceed farther, or continue longer, than he, 
for wiſe and gracious Ends, ſhall ſee fit. And, 
without doubt, one main End of theſe and the 
like Diſpenſations, Is, firſt, to lead Men to > 
' t 
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the Wiſdom and Neceflity of truſting in God 4 
and then, to engage them in a regular and religious 
Courſe of Life, as the only Way to warrant ſuch 
a Truſt, and to entitle them to the Comfort and 
Benefit of it. (4 lt 3164 is 

Thus, whatever our Dangers are, and from 
whenceſoever our Fears ariſe, we are aſſured, from 
the Accounts which both Natural and Revealed 
Religion give us of the Divine Power and Provi- 
dence, that God is abſolutely able to protect and 
deliver us. And it is the great Foundation of 
Men's Miſery in this World, that under all their 
Terrors and Anxieties, they forget God, who 
alone can give them Peace and Aſſurance, and 
fly for Refuge only to the Succours of this World, 
which may increaſe, but of themſelves can never 
remove their Perplexities. They are under the 
Apprehenſions of Danger; and can they reſt in 
the Hopes of Protection from their Fellow-Crea 
tures, who are unable to protect themſelves? They 
dread the Iſſue of future Events; and, to relieve 
that Fear, will they ſeek only to Man, who neither 
foreſees thoſe Events, nor has it in his Power to 
order and direct them? They want to have a 
terrified Mind ſettled and compoſed; and, for that 
End, will they place their whole Dependance upon 


human Aids and Remedies; none of which can 


avail to their Relief, unleſs they be accompanied 
with the Bleſſing of God. te 

Tis true, this Hope of Comfort and Relief 
from Worldly Succours, as long as it holds, may 
ſuſpend our Fears and abate the Strength of them 
for the preſent. But when Experience and Ob- 
ſervation .have diſcovered the Uncertainty and In- 
ſufficiency of them, and that they afford no Stay 
ESE þ . OS 
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or Support upon which the Mind can finally reſt; 
the ſame Fears muſt of Courſe return. And thus 
Men who will ſeek for Relief no where but in 
this World, make their whole Lives a wild and 
uncomfortable Succeſſion of Hopes and Fears, Ex- 
pectations and Difappointments. 

The Sum therefore is this: The Mind (as it is 
entruſted with the Care of the Body, and of all 
Things that concern the Safety of the Man) can- 
not but Fear, upon the Approach or Foreſight of 
Danger: That Fear cannot be removed, without 


-a reaſonable” Aſſurance of Safety and Protection 


againſt ſuch Danger. This Aſſurance no worldly 


Succours are capable of giving, nor any Being 


whatſoever, but God alone. From whence it fol- 
Jows, That it is the Wiſdom and the great Hap- 


pineſs of Men, not to diſtract their Thoughts, 


and delude' themſelves with the Hopes of Security 
or Comfort in the Powers or Intereſts of this 
World; but under all theit Fears and Terrors of 
what Kind ſoever, to have their Minds more eſpeci- 


ally upon God; the Conſideration of whoſe Power 


and Providence, in the Government of the World 
and the DireQtion of future Events, is the firſt 
Step towards an effectual Preſervative againſt Fear; 
becauſe” the Mind receives from thence a full 
— roprmng of its having found (what this World 

s not afford) a Being that in all Reſpects is 


| able to protect and ſupport us. | 


Which leads me to the ſecond Enquiry. 

II. How the Divine Power and Providence in 
general, becomes an effectual Refuge from Fear 
to every Man in particular; and that is, by be- 
lieving or truſting in God; He will not be afraid 


of any evil Tidings ; Why ? becauſe his Heart be. 


lieveth 
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Beveth in the Lord; or, becauſe he lives in a full 
Perſuaſion and Aſſurance, that God can protect 
him, and, that he certainly till do it. For theſe 
two are abſolutely neceſſary to make up that Be- 


lief and Truſt in God, which the Text propoſes . 


as the only certain Remedy againſt Fear. If I were 
only certain that God is able to protect me, with- 
out any Aſſurance that he will do it; or if I knew 
that God was willing to protect me, but were not 
ſure that he can do it; neither of theſe could re- 
move my Fears, or compoſe my Mind, in the Day 
of Danger and Adverſity. But when I ſtedfaſtly 
believe, that the God on whom I am invited to 
depend, is infinite in Power, and therefore can pro- 
tect and ſupport me in all Conditions ; infinite in 
Truth, and fo wil! undoubtedly make good all the 
Promiſes of Favour and Protection, which I find 
in his Revealed Word; theſe two Perſuaſions na- 
turally inſpire us frail and helpleſs Creatures with 
an earneſt Deſire to put ourſelves under the Divine 
Protection; and when we ſee any Danger ap- 
proaching, they teach us to fly immediately to God 
for Succour, and to place our great Hope and Con- 
fidence in his Goodneſs; there, more eſpecially, to 
lay the Foundation of our Comfort and Safety, 
and, in a ſtedfaſt and chearful Reliance upon 
his Promiſes, to reckon ourſelves ſecure under the 
Shadow of his Wings. | | 
- Theſe, I ſay, are the natural Effects of our be- 
lieving the Power, the Promiſes, and the Truth of 
Almighty God; but yet ſo, if a Belief and Senſe 
of theſe Things be firſt wrought in every Man's 
Heart, and improved into Principles. For how- 
ever God's Government of the World, and the 
Promiſes he has made to Mankind, be in them- 
{elves ſure; yet the Hand, by which he works, 
A 6 being 
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being _— oft-times eſcapes our Notice; at leaſt 
does not ſufficiently ſtrike and affect us, till we, by 
dwelling and meditating upon his Power and Pro- 
miles, have trained up the Heart to an habitual Re- 
liance upon them, and ſo have provided for our- 
ſelves a conſtant Preſervative againſt Fear, when- 
ever Danger or Calamity overtakes us. £ 

That therefore, amidſt the Uncertainties of this 
troubleſome Life, a Belief of God's All-ſufficiency 
may r for the Prevention or Re- 
moval of our Fears; let each of us treaſure up in 
his Mind worthy Conceptions and a juſt Senſe of 
the Divine Power and Providence in the Govern- 
ment of the World, by meditating frequently upon 
the ſtupendous Work of the Creation; raiſed by 
his Word out of Nothing, into all this Beauty and 


Order, and remaining entirely under the Direction 


and Government of his All- ſeeing Providence; 
So that no Creature can live or ſubſiſt but in and 
by him; nothing can move but by his Permiſſion, 
much leſs exceed the Bounds that he ſhall appoint. 
No future Events can eſcape his Knowledge, nor 
any Deſigns be laid ſo deep, or carried on ſo ſe- 
cretly, the Springs and Progr of which are not 
naked and open to his Eye. Nor can any Work- 


| Ings of the Fancy or Imagination be ſo ſudden or 
- Rrong, as to put it out of his Power to divert, re- 


rain, and oyer-rule them. | 


Thus, in ſhort, has our Religion taught us to 


conceive of the Power and Providence of Al- 
mighty God; and our frequent Meditations upon 
theſe, make his abſolute Authority in the Govern- 
ment of the World, familiar to our Thoughts, and 
root in us a firm Perſuaſion, and, if 1 may fo ſay, 
an habitual Conviction and Afﬀurance, that there 
3s no Danger or Miſchief we can fear or —_— 
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may raiſe our Admiration of the 
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from which God is not able to protect and de- 

liver us. | | 
2. But however our meditating on theſe Things 
Divine Power and 
Wiſdom, and excite in us an earneſt Defrre to live 
under the conſtant Care of ſo mighty a Protector; 
75 it is from the many Promiſes of Favour and 
rotection made by Almighty Gd to his Servants, 
that our Comfort and our Aſſurance of Safety, 
muſt chiefly and immediately ſpring. And ſince, 
as I ſaid before, it is this Aſſurance of Protec- 
tion in the Day of Danger, which alone can 
abate or remove our Fears; Nothing but a fre- 
quent Meditation upon the Promiſes on which 
that Aſſurance is grounded, can eſtabliſh in any 
Man a conſtant Preſervative againſt Fear. My 
reading or hearing God's Word may ſatisfy me 
in general, that he has made ſuch Promiſes to his 
Servants; but it is my dwel/mg upon them, and 
inculcating them upon my Mind, that muſt make 


them Promiſes and Principles to me; fo as to 


give them their due Effect and Operation in pre- 
ring and arming me againſt Fears and Dangers. 
or ſuch a Meditation leads me to apply the Di- 
vine Promiſes to myſelf in particular, and to con- 
ſider my Soul, my Body, and whatever belongs 
to me, under the immediate Protection of God, and 


ſo it works my Mind by Degrees into an habitual 


Truſt and Reliance upon him. | 

hat therefore we may lay up in our Breafts 
and conſtantly carry about us a certain Preſervative 
againſt Fear, there is no Way either fo effectual 
or ſo becoming a Chriſtian, as a frequent Medi- 


tation upon the many Aſſurances of Protection, 


which God has made over to us in his Revealed 
Word, Such is, in' the firſt Place, our bleſſed Sa- 
0 viour's 
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viour's Diſcourſe, (Matt. vi.) againſt all Fears 
and Anxietics about the Comforts and Conve- 
niencies of human Life; entirely grounded upon 
the peculiar Care of Gad over Mankind, and con- 
cluding with a general Aſſurance, that -none of his 
Servants ſhall ever want avy "Thing that he ſhall 
ſee needfu] or convenient ſor them. Verſe 33. 
Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſ- 
neſs, and all theſe Things ſhall be added unto you, 
Such alſo are the Exhortations of his Apoſtles, to 
lay aſide all anxious. Cares about future Events, 
and to rely chearfully upon God for every Thing 
that concerns the Safety or Happineſs of this Life; 
all of them immediately grounded upon the expreſs 
Promiſes of his Fatherly Care and Protection: 
Caf all jour Care upon God, (ſays St. Peter, 1 Pet. 
v. 7.) for he careth for you : And St. Paul, ( Heb. 
xiii. 5, 6.) Be content with ſuch Things as ye have, 


for. Gad hath ſaid, 1 will never leave thee, nor for- 
Jake thee, And again, (Nom. viii. 28.) Me know 


that all Things tuor together for Good to them who 
love God. Where the Apoſile repreſents Almighty 
God, not only as having an eſpecial Care over us, 
and a tender Concern for us, but as Jaying and 
contriving all the Meaſures of Providence for the 
Comfort and Benefit of his Servants? . And as the 
ſame; Apoſtle elſewhere argues, I, God be for . us, 
wwho is be that can he againſt. ui ? Or, (as the 
Pjalmift reaſons) If the Lord be on our Side, why 
will-we fear avhat Man can do unto us? 
3. This is the Principle upon which the Goſ- 
I forbids all Fears or Anxieties about future 
—— and endeavours to eſtabliſh us in a ſted- 


faſt Dependance upon God's Care and Protection. 


The Meditating upon which, ought. certainly to 
carry Chriſtians io as high Degrees of Truſt and 


Con- | 
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Confidence in God, as we find many holy Men of 
old had raiſed themſelves upon leſs clear Revelations 
of the Divine Will; ſpeaking of God, in the Time 
of Danger and Calamity, as their Strength and 
Fortreſs, their Rock, their Buckler, and their 
Shield: Alluſions by which they repreſented their 
entire Confidence in God, and their full Perſua- 
Gon of Safety and Happineſs under his Protection. 
In which Reſpect, many of their Sayings and Ex- 
amples may be very well recommended to the 
Practice and Imitation of Chri/tians. "TI hoſe, more 
eſpecially in the Book of P/alms, being made the 
Subject of our Meditation, will be found an ex- 
cellent Means to ſtrengthen and confirm our De- 
pendance upon God. Happy is be (ſays the Pſal- 
miſt, P/al. cxIvi. 5.) who hath the God of Jacob 
for his Help, and whoſe Hope is in the Lord his 
God. And Pſal. xl. 4.) Bleſſed is the Man wha 
maketh the Lord his Truſt. And again, Pſalm lvi. 4. 
with immediate Reference to himſelf, In God have 
I put my Truſt; I will not fear what Fleſh can do 
unto me. And when he found his Soul fainting 
under the Weight of his Fears and Afflictions, he 
expoſtulates with it, and ſends it to God for Com- 
fort and Relief: hy art thou fo full of Heavineſs, 
O my Soul, and why art thou ſo diſquieted within me? 
Put thy Truſt.1n G. N 

Now, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. xv. 4. theſe 
Leſſons and Examples were all recorded for our 
Learning, that we, through Patience and Comfort 
x4 the Scriptures, might have Hope ; that, by me- 

itating upon the Divine Promiſes of Protection, 
and having before our Eyes the Degrees of Truſt 
and Confidence in God, to which theſe holy Men 
arrived, we may both know where to find a cer- 
tain Remedy for our Fears in the Day of D 

an 
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and again/? that Day, be training up ourſelves to an 
entire Reliance upon the Power, Providence, and 
Truth of Almighty God. | 

1. But that our Truft and Hope prove not 
Preſumption, we muſt take great Care, 

1. Not to extend the Promiſes of God beyond 
the Terms upon which they are made, nor ap- 


ply them to ourſelves, unleſs we perform our Part 


of the Condition; that is, unleſs we make it 
our daily Endeavour to ſerve and pleaſe that God 
from whom we expect our Protection ; there be- 
ing no Ground, either in Reaſon or Religion, to 
reckon upon the Care and Favour of God, while 
we live in an habitual Neglect or Violation of his 
Laws. 'Fo ſuch Men the Promiſes of God afford 
no Comfort, nor his Word any Ground of Eaſe 
or Aſſurance upon the Approach of Danger, On 
the contrary, the very Conſiderations by which 
God miniſters Comfort to good Men, are to the 
Wicked the greateſt Terror and Confuſion. Do 
they fly for Refuge to the Providence,of God ? 
This teaches them that he ſees and knows all the 
Wi ickedneſs of their Hearts and Actions: Do 
they reflect upon his Almighty Power fp This puts 
them in Mind, that he can puniſh them whenever 
he pleaſes: Do they \ ſeek Comfort in the Divine 
Truth? This aſſures them that he will ſooner or 
Jater, execute upon -them the Puniſhments he has 
denounced againſt all obſtinate Sinners. If there- 
fore a wicked Man do not fear, it is becauſe he 
conſiders not the Condition he is in; for if he did, 
it is a much greater Wonder that his Life ſhould 
be any Thing elſe but one continued Courſe of 
Terror and Confuſion ; not only as he lives out of 
the Divine Protection, but alſo as he is daily _ 
. *. 5 1 $4.28 + ng 
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ling down upon his Head the Wrath and Judg- 


ment of Almighty. God. ” 

Wicked Men therefore have no Foundation of 
Comfort; but, on the contrary, Matter of the 
greateſt Dread and Terror, from the Conſidera- 
tion of God's Power and Promiſes 3 nor does our 
Religion. afford them any Way to procure a cer- 
tain Remedy for their Fears, but the Changing 
their Lives, and fo reſtoring themſelyes to the Pro: 
tection of God. 

2. But here it will be needful, on the other 
Hand, to give a Caution to good Men, ſuch eſpe- 
cially as are naturally ſubject to Doubts and Fears, 
that they weaken not their Truſt in God, by 
groundleſs Suſpicions of their being out of his Pro- 
tection, on Account of the Failures and Imper- 
fections they diſcover, and at the ſame Time la- 
ment, in the Diſcharge of their Duty, They 
ſhould remember, that theſe, more or leſs, are 
the Caſe of the beſt Men; and that the Thing 
which God regards and accepts, is an habitual 
Fear of offending him, and a fincere Deſire and 
Endeavour to pleaſe him, And none can be ig- 
norant whether or no he ſtands thus affected 
towards God, who will attend to the Frame and 
Diſpoſition of his Heart, and the general T enour 
of his Life and Actions. And though a Mind 
that is-apt to perplex itſelf with needleſs Doubts 
and Scruples, is a troubleſome Inmate in other Re- 
ſpects; in this it may be Matter of Comfort, that 
ſuch a Tenderneſs of Mind, and an habitual Fear 
leſt we do any Thing that may diſpleaſe God, 
helps greatly to keep us within the Bounds of our 
Duty, and by Conſequence, within the Divine 
Cate and Protection. 


3. And 
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3. And there is this farther Caution to de given 

to good Men in general, as to the Ground of their 
Truft in God; that though they are truly ſerious 
in Religion, and make it their daily Endeavour to 
improve in it, and live for that End in an habi- 
tual Fear of God, a Reverence of his Laws, and 
a conſcientious Uſe of the Ordinances of the Goſ- 
pel ; though, I ſay, ſuch Men have a ſure and 


wndoubted Title to the Divine Protection in every 


Condition; yet the Promiſes thereof muſt not be 
ſo interrupted, as if they gave an abſolute Exemp- 
tion from Dangers and Calamities. For, of theſe 
we ſee the beſt Men have ſometimes the largeſt 
Share; the divine Wiſdom making Uſe of them, 
to wean Men more and more from a Dependance 
upon the Things of this World, and to lead them 
to place their Corfdincs in God, and their great 
HappincS in the Expectation of a better Life. 
So that God's Promiſes do not remove worldly Ca- 
lamities ; but what is ſufficient Remedy of Fear, 
they take away the Sting and Terror of them, by 
an. Aſſurance they breed in us, that as God is 
abundantly able to prevent whatever Danger or 


Calamity we fear; fo he certainly ill either pre- 


vent it, or make it the Means of bringing ſome 
very valuable Bleſſings into this World or the next. 
Under this View, I ſay, taking the next Life into 


our Accounts of the Happineſs and Miſery of 


this, there is no Cauſe why the Forefight of Dan- 
er and Adverſity ſhould be fo terrible to a good 
Man ; who has ſurrendered himſelf to the Diſpo- 
tal of God, and reſts in a full Aſſurance, grounded 
upon a Divine Promi'e, that however uncomfort- 
able Things may' appear for the preſent, in the 
End they ſhall all work together for his Good. 
And lo, as oft as Danger overtakes him, he makes 
* 0 a 
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a freſh Refignation of himſelf to the Divine Pro- 
vidence; and every ſuch Surrender of ourſelves 
into the Hands of God, is the higheſt Act of Ado- 
ration we can pay to the Deity, It is a ſolemn, 
and, if I may fo ſay, a practical Acknowledg- 
ment of the Divine Power and Truth, Add to 
this, that every ſuch Act of Reliance lays a farther 
Engagement upon God to be our Protector and 
Deliverer; according to that of the Prophet, The 
Lord knoweth them who truſt in him; and of the 
Pſalmiſt, The Lord taketh Pleaſure in them, who 
hope in his Mercy; who, under the Fear and Ap- 
prehenſion of the utmoſt Extremities, can fly to 
God with the Faith and Reſolution of the Patri- 
| | a. Fob, Though he flay me, yet will I truft id 
od. 

4. There is but one more Caution neceſſaty 
to prevent our Miſgpplication of a Keligigus De- 
pendance upon God in the Day of Danger; and 
that is, that it does not ſuperſede, but rather ſup- 

ſe and enjoin a prudent Uſe of ſuch human 

eans and Affiſtances, as may contribute to the 
Safety of our Bodies and Eſtates, or to the Peace 
and Comfort of our Minds. The Uſe of theſe 
Means, I ſay, (ſuppoſing them to be lawful in 
themſelves, and us not to rely upon them wholly, 
or more than on God, or any otherwiſe than in 
Subordination to God) is fo fir from interferin 
with a Religious Truſt in the Divine Power and 
Providence, that, bcing duly applied, they always 
carry in them an Acknowledgment of both : that 1s, 
whatever Remedy or Security either Art or Na- 
ture provides for: the Quict and Comfort of hu- 
man Life, the Religious Man aſcribes all to the 
Divine Goodneſs and Bounty. With the Uſe of 
them he joins his earneſt Prayers for the Blefling of 
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God to make them ſucceſsful, and then uſes and 
applies them with an entire Submiſſion to the Di- 
vine Wiſdom, and a Reſolution, that whatever be 
the Iſſue of his own Endeavours, and whatever 
becomes of the Supports of this World, his chief 
and ultimate Truſt ſhall be always in God; and 
though all human Means ſhould fail, that, how- 
ever, he can ſtill ſupport himſelf by an Aſſurance 
of the Divine Protection: As we find the Prophet 
expreſſing an entire and abſolute Security of Com- 
ſort in God, Although (ſays he) the Fig tree ſhall 
"not bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit be in the Vines ; the 
Labour of the Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields ſhall 
. wield no Meat : The Flick ſhall be cut off from the 
Fold, and there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls ; yet 
I will rejeice in the Lord, I will joy in the Ged, of 
ny Salvation, Habak. iii. 17, 18. Wo 
I come now to my third General, and under it 
ſhall ſhow very briefly, 
III. By what Operation ſuch a Belief or Truſt 
in God prevents or repels the Fears of future Dan- 
gers, and that is, by confirming and gſlabliſbing 
the Heart againſt the Impreſhon of them: He 
will not be afraid of any evil Tidings, becauſe his 
Heart flandeth faſt, Where the Mind is not pre- 
pared for Dangers, the Foreſight or Approach of 
them unavoidably ſhakes and dejects it; and the 
Apprehenfion of a Calamity at hand, joined to an 
utter Uncertainty where to ſeek for Relief, muſt 
needs be attended with great Uneaſineſs and Con- 
fuſion. But where the Heart has duly conſidered 
the Power and Promiſes of God, and ſufficiently 
 meditated upon them, and by applying them to 


itſelf has made that Truſt and Confidence in God, 


which; immediately flows from them, its ſettled 
Principle; this keeps it firm and ſteady under the 
ann r 
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Arſt Appearances of Danger, and puts a Stop 
to all anxious Conſiderations and deſpondin 

Thoughts, by ſhowing it immediately what Courle 
it ſhall take; that is, by directing it to fly to 
God, in a full Aſſurance of Comfort and Protec- 
tion. Our own 'Endeavours, the Aſſiſtance of 
Friends, and the Application of other human 
Means, may, under God's Providence, prove the 
Inftruments of our Deliverance in the Event: But 
upon the Approach and Apprehenſion of Danger, 


the Succeſs of all theſe is uncertain, and cannot 


therefore comfort or eftabliſh the Heart by any A 
ſurance of Safety: That can be had no where but 


in God, whoſe Power and Promiſes we are ſure 


can never fail, and under whoſe Protection there- 
fore our Minds may be eaſy, and our Thoughts at 
Reſt. And fo Solomon, ( Prov. xvi. 3.) makes this 
Steadineſs of Thoughts and Reſolutions an imme- 
diate Effect of having ſurrendered ourſelves to the 
Divine Protection; Commit thy Works unto the 
Lord, and thy Thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed And in 


another Place (Prov. xviii. 10.) he ſpeaks of the 


Righteous as living under God's Protection, with 
ſuch a Security and Perſuaſion of Safety, as the 
who live under the Cover of ſome impregnable 
Hold, The Name of the Lord is a ſirong Tower ; the 
Righteous runneth to it, and are 72 | 
hat therefore our Hearts may be eſtabliſhed 
upon this comfortable Aſſurance of having God 
for our conſtant Refuge; let it be the daily En- 
deavour of us all, to recommend ourſelves to the 
Divine Favour and Protection, by ſuch a Life as 
may make the Conſideration of God's Preſence 
with us, in all our Ways, a Matter of Comfort and 
not of Terror. And being conſcious of our Sin- 
cerity towards God, let us, (as becomes thoſe — 
| ” 
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have received theſe gracious Aſſurances from him)” 
lay hold upon his Promiſes, as the ſureſt Remedy 
againſt all Fears and Anxieties in the Day of Dan- 
ger; and whenever that Day comes, (as the Vi- 
ciſſitude of human Affairs brings it very often) let 
it appear by a Compoſedneſs and Serenity of Mind, 
by an Evenneſs of 'Temper and Behaviour under 
all Conditions, that our Fruſt is not in the un- 
certain Succours of this World, but in the Living 
God, who is the ſame Yeſterday, To-day, and for 


Ever; who oft-times threatens us with Dangers, 1 
and ſuffers Fears to fall upon us, for no other End „ 
but to prove and confirm our Truſt and Confi- ly 
dence in him. And every Inſtance of our beta- | 
king ourſelves to the Divine Protection for Com- br 
fort and Safety, is a farther Teſtimony of the L 
Stedfaſtneſs of our Faith, and a freſh Endearment P] 
of us to God; as our Calmneſs and Eaſineſs in be 
the Day of Danger, which immediately ariſes from iy 
a Senſe of that Protection, illuſtrates his Glory, | 
and proclaims to Mankind in a very lively Man- ri 
__ _ Power and Efficacy of a Religious Truſt of 
in Laa | 
To conclude : He who ſtedfaſtly believes the Y 


Power, Promiſes, and Truth, of Almighty God, 
has no Cauſe to dread any Thing in this World, 
but the Divine Diſpleaſure; and that it is in every T 
one's Power to prevent, by living in the Fear of £ 
9 and a conſcientious Regard to the Divine - 
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I. King George the Firſt's Directions to the Archbi- 
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Communicant, With ſuitable Prayers and Meditations. 
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or 25 for 11. | | 


Family Devotion : Or, An Exhortation to Mornin 
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Uſe of one Perſon in private. To which are now added, 
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Engliſs Plantations Abroad. The Second to the Miſ- 
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